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Let’s not forget that in rural Amer-
ica, the primary source of jobs and in-
come are often associated with agri-
culture. It is the No. 1 industry in Mis-
sissippi, employing more than 17 per-
cent of the State’s workforce either di-
rectly or indirectly.

If family farms are taxed out of busi-
ness, far more than the farmers will
suffer. Low-income and minority popu-
lations across rural America will lose
jobs and be forced to rely on govern-
ment support. I hope this is not the un-
derlying plan of my Democratic col-
leagues.

Let me be clear. For those who are
willing to pay for reckless spending by
punishing America’s farmers and
ranchers and everyone who relies on
them, you will be doing far more than
just that. You will be running off our
next generation of farmers. You will be
making it easier for large corporations
owned by foreign adversaries, such as
China, to buy up available farmland,
and you will be ensuring that every
American pays more for the food they
eat and the clothes they wear. The list
goes on.

I know there is a deep desire on the
other side of the aisle to enact a reck-
less tax-and-spending spree that makes
Americans more dependent on the Fed-
eral Government, but family farms
cannot be caught up in the administra-
tion’s punitive dragnet to find ways to
pay for it.

Any changes to the Federal Tax Code
should be geared toward supporting
economic growth and helping the next
generation keep these family-owned
operations alive. I hope that we can all
come to our senses on this.

I yield the floor.

————

NOMINATION OF BONNIE D.
JENKINS

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
rise today to express my support for
the nomination of Bonnie Jenkins to
be the next Under Secretary for Arms
Control and International Security.

The position for which Ambassador
Jenkins has been nominated is one of
the most vital senior security positions
in the Department of State. This indi-
vidual is responsible for overseeing nu-
clear policy and nonproliferation ef-
forts, directing U.S. arms sales and se-
curity assistance policy, dealing with
the legacies of unexploded munitions
and landmines, and orchestrating glob-
al cooperation among both allies and
adversaries on critical national secu-
rity issues.

As the United States is preparing for
its first Strategic Stability Dialogue
with Russia, which will occur later this
month, it is absolutely critical we have
a Senate-confirmed leader in the State
Department to effectively compete
with and confront Moscow’s challenges
to our national security. This meeting
will set the tone for U.S. diplomatic ef-
forts to limit Russia’s nuclear arsenal,
which is crucial at a time when we are
also witnessing the initial stages of a
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major build-up of Chinese nuclear
forces.

I am pleased to be supporting Ambas-
sador Jenkins’s nomination for this po-
sition, and I am confident that her ex-
tensive experience in the State Depart-
ment and her 22 years in the Air Force
and Naval Reserves provide her with
the type of background and knowledge
required to meet the challenges that
await her, if confirmed.

During the Obama administration,
Ambassador Jenkins’ spearheaded ef-
forts to fight nuclear terrorism. She
helped coordinate four nuclear security
summits which sought to persuade na-
tions around the world to secure vul-
nerable nuclear material that might
fall into the hands of dangerous actors.

For over 20 years, she served as an in-
telligence officer in the U.S. Naval Re-
serves, retiring as a lieutenant com-
mander. She also holds multiple de-
grees, including a Ph.D., a master of
laws, a law degree, and a master in
public administration.

Outside of government she has con-
sistently empowered voices rarely
heard in national security debates, pro-
viding a different but important per-
spective on how the United States
should tackle the threats we confront.

The fact that Ambassador Jenkin’s
nomination, someone whose leadership
is so essential to the State Department
and to our national security, has lan-
guished on the Senate floor for 56 days
is a travesty.

I urge my colleagues to support her
nomination and make sure that this
critical national security position is
filled without further delay.

VOTE ON JENKINS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Jenkins nomination?

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

(Mr. BENNET assumed the Chair.)

(Mr. HICKENLOOPER assumed the
Chair.)

(Ms. BALDWIN assumed the Chair.)

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 275 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Hassan Ossoff
Bennet Heinrich Padilla
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Paul
Booker Hirono Peters
Brown Kaine Reed
Cantwell Kelly Rosen
Cardin King Sanders
Carper Klobuchar Schatz
Casey Leahy Schumer
Collins Lujan Shaheen
Coons Manchin .
Cortez Masto Markey S1n?ma
Duckworth Menendez Smith
Durbin Merkley Stabenow
Feinstein Murphy Tester
Gillibrand Murray

S5001

Van Hollen Warnock Whitehouse
Warner Warren Wyden
NAYS—48
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Lummis Tillis
Cruz Marshall Toomey
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 100, H.R.
3684, a bill to authorize funds for Federal-aid
highways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other purposes.

Charles E. Schumer, Alex Padilla, Jeff
Merkley, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jon
Tester, Christopher A. Coons, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Jack Reed, Patrick J.
Leahy, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin,
John Hickenlooper, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Tammy Duckworth, Patty Murray, Joe
Manchin III, Mark Kelly, Kyrsten
Sinema.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to H.R. 3684, a bill to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit pro-
grams, and for other purposes, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 51, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 276 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Baldwin Gillibrand Merkley
Bennet Hassan Murphy
Blumenthal Heinrich Murray
Booker Hickenlooper Ossoff
Brown Hirono Padilla
Cantwell Kaine Peters
Cardin Kelly Reed
Carper King Rosen
Casey Klobuchar Sanders
Coons Leahy Schatz
Cortez Masto Lujan Shaheen
Duckworth Manchin Sinema
Durbin Markey Smith
Feinstein Menendez Stabenow
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